
VOLUME XXV 

President Cohan Urges Vets Of 
Both World Wars to Gather 
For Full Three Days Celebra­
tion at Fort Dix 

The 78th Infantry Division is g.oing to 
Fort Dix on the weekend of July 29th to 
July 31st, from Friday afternoon through 
to Sunday noon for one of the traditional 
renewals of battlefield friendship established 
in two world wars and on six major fronts. 
It is the National Convention of the Asso­
ciation. 

If your day of action occurred far back 
in 1918, the very mention of DIX, whether 
w,: prefix "Camp'1 or "Fort" to it, should 
bring a twinge of memory resurrecting the 
drab topography, the "squads right", the 
water tower, the Liberty Theatre, the Huts, 
the Wrightstown crawling, the hikes to 
Browns Mills, Pemberton, and Pointsville, 
the bitter white cf winter ... and, oh that 
memorable dawn when your young eyes 
were photographing for the last time the 
mist-shrnuded and fading panorama as you 
bent low beneath a hundred-or-so pound 
pack of "two of everything'·' on your 
trudging way past stables and warehouses 
down the winding road to the then thriv­
ing railroad station - towards the grim des­
tiny you were soon to meet in and around 
Thiaucourt, Prenay, Jaulny, Grandpre, 
Marcq, St. Juvin and all the other never-to­
be-forgotten points of encounter. 

If your training camp recollections stem 
from the days at Butner or Pickett as one 
of "Sparky" Parker's boys in 1942-1945, 
let us just say that F-ort Dix is a grounds 
hallowed by the distinction of being the 
:birthplace of the Division and the present 
setting of the Lightning Memorial Windows 
commemorating our fallen in both world 
wars. It is also the scene of many joyous 
gatherings ,of battle buddies - hundreds of 
whom were of the world war two era· -
many of whom you knew - and who mis­
sed 1your presence when you failed to ap­
pear .. : particularly when some of them 
had journeyed from the far corners of the 
country. "From Rotgen to Wuppertal" has 
a thousand or so stopping off spots in the 
reminiscence and excitements of those 
rough days up to and beyond the Rhine. 

Now - YOU - an important guy in 
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World War Two Joes' Memories of Schmidt, Kesternich, 
Schwammandauel, Remagen to Vie With World War One 
Doughs' Exploits at Thiaucourt, Jaulny, Mon Plaisir, Grandpre, 
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MAJ. GEN. PARKER ON SCENE SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
WEEKEND - July 29 thru July 31 - A FESTIVE PROMISE 

the winning of one or the other wars as 
part of a divisional unit, are hereby notifi­
ed that about 5 00 or so of us intend to take 
advantage of this unique stag vacation 
weekend offer. Its only $12.50 for the 
whole thing (less if you can't take in the 
full. three days.) You'll be welcomed royal­
ly, housed, fed, entertained, elbow-1::ended, 
hack slapped and transported back from 
time to time to a safe-and-sane version of 
what you went through - you'll partici­
pate in events from rifle cont,ests to bar­
racks sessions and you'll find this th :ng cal­
led COMRADESHIP will reach its climax 
duririg the Memorial Service. Yes, this call 
is directed tO' YOU because we feel that it 
is worth while for all of us to meet to­
gether, to never let the grand feeling that 
is exclusive to blood brothers wither away. 

We'll be waiting for you. 
Pres. Seymour Cohan, 

Committee Chairman 

IT'S $12.50 FOR THE ENTIRE 
REUNION PROGRAM - LESS 

IF PART ATTENDED 

Stags Only - Encampment in T-52 
Area - 250 Yards from Wrightstown 
- T.urn Left at Entrance Circle, Right 
on Texas Avenue and in less than a 
minute you'll be amongst Old Buddies. 

GRADUATED SCALE OF WEEKEND COST 
Make all checks payable t o the 78th Division 

Veteran s Association, Inc., 620 Hi gh S-t., Newarl,, 
N .. T. If for dues ONLY, mail to Robert J' . Drum­
mon d. 1\fem bership Secretary , 166 Greenwootl 
Avenu e. EaRt Orange. N. ,T . 

FRIDAY. SATURDAY, SUNDAY 
.JULY 29 TO JULY 31, 1955 

YOUR J•'IRST MEAL IR FRIDAY SUPPER 
Arr iving- F 'riday for Supper . . ... .... .. .. . . ~12 .50 
Arriving Friday after Supper . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . 11.50 
Arrivin g Satu rda y f or Breakfas t . . ... . . .. . 10.50 
Arriving Satul'(la y for Dinner . ... . .. . . .. .. 9.71\ 
Arri v ing Saturday for Supper . . . .... . . .. ... · 8.50 
Arriving Satu rday night- Sun . Breakfast . . 6.50 
Ar riving Sunday for Lunch . ... .. . . .. . . .. . . 2.50 

Rochester Organizing For 
Big Push on New Jersey 

Mr. Al Harpell, Editor, FLASH 
Just to let you know, we of the 309th 

Heavy Field Artillery Association - are try­
ing to bring a Bus-load of (25) or more to 
o·ur 78th Vets Ass,ociation Annual Reunion. 

We know we owe , you good fellows the 
"Old Try" - That's what we are doing. 

Ray Boehmer, Vice President of the 78th 
and Ray Kimmell, President of 3 09th F.A. 
As1.ociation, and yours truly, Commander 
-of the 309th Post V.F.W. are on the go. 

We have moved our Annual 309th Re­
union Dinner date back to November 12th 
this year with the hope in mind of seeing 
a lot of you fellows up here. Ray Welter of 
the 309th Post V.F.W. has accepted the 
Chairmanship of the Annual affair. 

W e will let you know in plenty of t ime 
how many to prepare for. Yes we were all 
happy to hear of the recovery of our Hon. 
Mayor Thourot. We are looking forward 
to seeing him in all good health at Fort Dix. 

Until then, Good Luck, 
.::.. Sincerely, PAT RYAN 

Editor's Note. We have been happily no­
tified of other sectional groups organizing 
for en mass pilgrimage. 

Jerry Hackett has at least 25 Nutleyites 
lined up. 

Elizabeth, N. J. has a movement on and 
reports say it is catching fire. 

John Ghegan is marshalling World War 
Two forces. 

Hudson County claims more than ever. 

Note - WW2 Vets Only 
THE EXALTED ORDER OF SPARKY 

WILL HAVE SPECIAL QUARTERS 
AT FORT DIX. 
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Attention! 311 Inf., Co. E., 
World War One 

Mrs. lfa rl B. Searcy , wife of o ur cl e pa1•tecl cuw ­
racl e of the above outfit, h as r equeste cl the address 
of Ben Bamford, believecl to be a r esiclent of Tren ­
to u, N . J . Plea se notify tlli s ulfice or, l• 'AE. 
Searcy , Clerk Pro '.l'empore of the Suprem e Court 
~ta,te of Illinois , Spring fi elcl , lll. 
l~ditore note : R ea<l er s will no te th.a t the coutact 
address r evea ls tha t Jlir s . Searcy has now the 
hono r of continuing he r hu s baucl 's clis tinqui shecl 
servi ce co ufe n e cl u pon lte r by the Illinoi s Sup1·eme 
L1our t. 

A 3 11th Doughboy 
In World War One 

FROM THE DIARY OF JACK FEERICK 

THE FLASH 

problem like this before and needed a few 
minutes to figure it out. Finally decided to 
use chest measurements for final disposition. 
I was ir• the group of eight. The cell was 
4'3" by 8'2". A raised wooden platform 
covered a little over half the area and two 
men could rest comfortably on the ,boards, 
leaving six standees. Most everyone had a 
pint of cognac and a candle, -originally in­
tended for the train trip. We lit the candles, 
presumably so we could look at each other's 
plight. A sense of indignation and disgrace 
start,ed us on the bottled stuff and soon we 
were all well acquainted. One lad about five 
feet tall with a difficult sounding Polish 
name began to quiz a six-foot Sergeant who 

(The End of the Post Armistice readily responded. From the questions and 
Vacation Episode) answers discovered that he, the sergeant, was 

Jan. 30, 1919. We had orders to be at the from Newark, N. J. and was actually the 
Railway Stati,::in at 9 A.M. I had to run the highest ranking non-com in the 78th, Regi­
b ~t hundred yards to m ake it . The train mental Sergeant Major. He had refused to 
star ted from Monte Carlo with capacity load, get on the train because he was -cffered only 

3rd class accommodations instead of the 2nd in fact fifty-five were seated on top of 
the cars, when the train arrived at class to which he claimed his rank entitled 
Cannes. While it was still a PLM him. "From Headquarters," said our little 
Express it never gathered much speed, and friend, "What would y-::>u call this now­
the tunnels gave enough clearance for the Hindquarters?'' Another Sergeant in our 
top riders if they lay prone thru them. party, I recall was a member of the New 
H owever, the French trainmen were insist- York Detective Force. He held the DSC and 
ing that the train couldn't g,o until they I believe his name was John Piazza. 
carr.e down. The fellows were stubborn, dis- About two p. m., feeling good, I found 
lik,ed t-he accommodations and were not in- that I could stand on one foot for five 
dined to take orders from a Frenchman. The minutes. The French gendarme opened the 
MPs and American Officers promised to help vault, looked us over and laughed at the 
the trainmen after they got the Cannes crowd strange sight. Said that the MP would not 
on. About 300 of us at least. Being on vaca- be back until five and we could stay in the 
tion we naturally became indignant, despite court room providing we did n ot cause any 
assurances more cars would be hitched on at commotion and would not snitch to the MP 
Marseilles. A number of us seemed to take later. 
to the same idea to beat this proposition; to Back to the vault in time. The MP at ­
run back and forth on the platform looking rived at five to take us to dinner. The lack 
bewildered or stupid until the train pulled of lustre in our eyes puzzled him and when 
out. It worked for 17 of us, all infantrymen~-'i-,Vl!,e t-o!.d .. him we had nothing to eat since 
A very pleasant MP got us together and on 7 A. M-,/ he expressed sympathy and asked us 
the march back, we were making plans for if we were able to hike to our kitchens in 
the remainder of the day. The MP assured us the Hotel Alsace Lorraine, taken over by the 
there were several places we hadn' t been, A. E. F., located about a mile away. We 
and he would show us one s,oon. consented wit1' the proviso that the pace be 

First stop at t he APM where we left our slow and, after arrival, managed to stall off 
packs. Then to the Casino. They had a the meal for an hour ?r so, begging_ weak­
message that a Captain in the APM had to ness from the . ex~rt1on af~er bemg so 
make a report about "that train" and we cramped up durmg mcarcerat10n. 
could be of assistance. So back to the APM. It turned out to be a marvelous meal, 
We gave our names to the Captain and also pr-obably the result of the "panic" someone 
the story, painted without much EXAG- felt when the fact that we had not been fed 
GERATION. Returned to the Casino, and a noon meal was realized. However, despite 
chis "ferry boat" business was over. There the excellence of the "cover up'·' repast we 
another M. P. took us over and another walk, were just too full of bread, cheese and wine 
presumably for lunch as it was 11 A. M. We to enjoy it. We did have coffee served in 
soon entered a buildin~ with a si~n "PO- condensed milk cans .. . and it seemed to 
LICE." It had two cells or, should we say, provide some stimulating brightness to the 
vaults. The doors were 6 inches thick with hang,over redness of our eyeballs with the 
tumbler mechanism just like you see in a Na- result that our MP_ pal seemed to get sus­
tional Bank .. Small "windows" about 7 ft. up. picious, ruining any hope that he might have 
Each cell designed to hold two men. 17 of us ,been entertaining a notion to dig up more 
had to be accommodated. We had a mild ar- suitable quarters for the night. Back to the 
gument with the MP as to how to divide the vault we went and a night I shall never 
gang. No distinction between Sergeants and forget, regardless of nature's trick of cur­
privates, tall or short, drinkers or non drink- taining past hardships when memory treads 
ers,-but the M. P. said they never had a old roads. The candles and cognac were still 

there. At times four of us crowded on the 
bare sleeping shelf which had been designed 
for two. Rough and uncomfortable. Some 
of us stood up all night. At midnight a new­
corr.er made his appearance and this extra 
•count of heads made us even with our next 
cell neighbors. But this particular soldat was 
a trifle more ingenious than the rest of us, 
for he quickly disappeared in the fifteen 
inch-clearance recess under the shelf, using 
his rolled up blouse for a pillow. All he said 
was "I'm familiar with these places." 

The night wore on-still and distressing. 
The only sounds were occasional shrieks 
from the female section down the corridor. 
One cell and two women. The MP told us 
we would probably be released at 1 A . M. 
We were not impressed and at 7 A. M. we 
were permitted to leave for breakfast, along 
with "McAvoy", the seasoned prisoner who 
slept ,on the cement floor under the boards. 
H e told us he was from the 6th Division and 
had been AWOL on the Riviera for three 
weeks. 

Some fresh air and exercise before break­
fast in the same spot as the night before. 
Corn meal, syrup, fresh bread and good 
coffee. Not up to the standard of breakfasts 
at the Windsor. Back to our -cozy little nest 
in the pokey. So discouraged were we that 
we declined the midday meal. At 3 P. M. 
we were in the hallway in the Casino pre­
paring our defense, basing all on the pr,emise 
that "the train was so crowded we just 
could not get on it." The court martial was 
solemn. Each "criminal" went into the ball­
room in turn, stood about forty feet away 
from the American Military Tribunal, con­
sisting of officers and female stenographers. 
Not much variety to the testimony. The 
stock question and the stock answer "It was 
cr,owded, etc." rolled on monotonously, en­
livened only by our short friend with the 
Polish name engaging in double talk with 
the accusing officer and a free-for-all session 
of "It was" and "It wasn't." Pending deci­
sion, ba-ck we went to our dungeon for a 
couple of hours, out to supper and back 
again. At 9 P. M. we were released. The 
Captain from APM escorted us to the Casino. 
He didn't say whether w~ were guilty 
or not. We didn't ask. A shower and a shave 
and freedom. A; ·-i e strutted around the 
Casino, smoking cigars and feeling proudly 
conspicuous, we heard, on every flank, the 
most universal acclamation, "There they 
are!" We knew they were thinking "Those 
infantrymen can take it." If that wasn't 
what they were thinking someone sure 
should have told them. 

For the trip home we received rations of 
roast beef, tomatoes ( C'anned of course) and 
biscuits. As this last day of January, 1919 
closed we said Au Revoir to the Riviera and 
with pack on back made tracks for the 
midnight train. If ever I am asked if I have 
been in Jail, I shall ,be able to drag out an 
ancient pun and respond thusly, "Yes. In 
France in the Cannes Can!" 

Finis. 
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Committee Assignments 
GENERAL CHAIRlllAN 
Pres . Seymour Cohan 

Vo-Chairmen Honorary pres ident Major Ge ne ral 
hldwin P. Parker , Past Pres. Harry Delaney , Pa s t 
Pres. H. Thourot, Pas t Pres. A. James. 

GENERAL COJIIJIIITTEE 
Gernhl Hackett .Jerry Kamen , ,varne r Deyoe, 
John Gbegan. ' 

LIAISON WITH ARJIIY OFFICIAL!': 
Barnard Eberlin 

BILLETING COlltl\IITTEE 
:IL Btuar t , A. D e Titta, A. Furna ri , J. O'Mall,•y . 
J. Fuchs. L. Schiavone. 

TRAFFIC COl\lMITTEE 
Chairman, ,valter Duszynski, R. Price, Pat Ryan . 

MESS COllIMITTEE 
F'. Stueclle , V. Collucci , W. Coh en . N. Garafola. 

Rifle Competition Pistol Shoot, Golf and 
General Athletic Activities 

.l a ck Rosenbe r g, Charles Encl , ,Joseph l(a !sPr , 
Clem Rucker. J. Ca s tanza , L. Kiracofe, Charles 
Fitzgerald, 1'1. l~ier e berg. 

l\lEMORIAL COlllllIITTEJ, 
Harry 'l.' hourot, R ev. J. Harold Thoms on , R ev. 
:rohn L. Cunningham. Ja111es McGonnell, Norman 
Dykes, Barnard Ebe rlin . J. Riley, Michael K elly, 
J. Wright. 

Tro1>hy nnd SJJecial Gifts Co1runittc t~ 
Chair.man, J . McGoUDel!, A . Ri chmn.n, .T. La Plallle. 

FINANCE COllllllITTEE 
Dave ,vitkows ki, 'J' . Mulrane, .r. Hackett, .1. 
Sila s, L. Carlson. 

Distinguished Guest Conunittee 
Chairman, Barnard Eberlin 

All Past Pre sidents 
Entertainmf>nt Co1n1nittee 

George Fagan, Frank Green, R . Price , 
P . MeKeever G. Standen. 

PROPERTIES AND SALF.S 
Chairman, Henry '\Vohlleb , 
VTJBLICITY COllllllITTEE 

.J. Singer , F. Lanzara, W. Keeler, A. Minisi. 
H. Kimmel, P. Ryan , F. Stuedle . 

llffillIBERSHIP COllll\llTTEE 
A. Minisi , R. Drummond , J. K errigan, J. Lefl er, 
D . Redding, J . Stulb , B. A. F 'ields , Warner Deyoe, 
A.. Decker. 

RECEPTION COllll\lIT'l'EE 
D '\,Vitkowsky R. Drummond , J . Sila .. J. Kaise r. 
'r. l\1:u lrane, J . Singe r , T . Buonomo, L . Carlson , 
.T. Bennett, W. Mountne.v , .T. Stu lb , L . Updike, 
L . Rnker, F 1

• Loverso. 
PUBLIC RELATION!': 
Col. Alfre d Williams 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Al bert Harpe]! 

POST OFFICIALS IN CHARGE 

MAJOR GENERAL JOHN HARMONY 
Post Commandant 

CAPTAIN TOM HAMRICK 
Public Information Officer 

LIEUTENANT THOMAS F. DOWD, JR. 
Assistant Public Information Officer 

MAJOR C. R. ANDERSON 
Secretary-Treasurer, Officers' Open Mess 

Just so you know how we do it:­

Comrade Barnard Eberlin, 311 th Inf. Head­
quarters Skipper in World War One is the 
fellow responsible for the financial backing 
for bonding purposes c-onform:ng with the 
provisions of the law. Without his support, 
the association would have a tough conven­
tion problem. 

Sunday visitors including ladies, are ad­
vised that a late afternoon appearance in 
camp is apt to prove disappointing as most 
reunioners take off shortly after the noon 
meal. Those making the Sunday trip are in­
vited to join with us during the 11:45 A.M. 
Memorial Service and then stay for the 
dinner ... at a low -cost of $2 .50 

THE FLASH 

AND SO WE MEET AGAIN 

FRIDAY 

* Check in at Headquarters for 
briefing * 1 PM to 5 PM First Handshaking 

and 
Early Bird Toasts- Recreation 
Bldg. and Barracks * Post and Quarters Survey * 7:30 to 9:Jq 78th Division Squad 
Parties * 9:30 To be announced * 10:00 Vaudeville a la self - Last 
Man's Club - Accordionistics -
Nutley Beauties-Jam Session 

SATURDAY 
* 8:30 Caravan to range at Pointsville * 9 AM Rifle Competition 

(22's - Under Cover - Rain 
or Shine) * 2: 3 0 PM Greetings to Sparky on 

arrival * 3 : 0 0 Soft Ball Game between 
World War One and World War 
Two Lightning Vets if the spirit 
is willing * 6: 5 0 SHARP Business Meeting 
and Election of Officers-Theatre 
# 6 - across the field * 8: 3 0 SHARP Professional Show­

A. G. Fagan production * Midnight To Dawn Unit Jamborees 
-Recreation Bldg. 

SUNDAY 
* Early Mass (see Headquarters for 

infonna:tion) * 9 AM Visitors and Family Reception * 11 :45 AM Inspection of Memorial 
Windows * 12 NOON Memorial Service at 78th 
Div. Chapel * 2 PM General Farewells 

Last Toasts Until We Meet Again­
Recreation Hall 

GENERAL REUNION ACTIVITIES 

* Golf - Swimming - Consult 7 8th 
Division Hdqrs. for hours and 
directions. 

Breakfast 7 to 8-Lunch 12 to 1 
Supper 5 to 6 

Sunday Dinner 12:45 to 1:45 

Note-If you -can play any instrument, 
Violin, Mandolin, Guitar-even a Kazoo­
to get the lyrics on the tongue and the mem­
ories out of time. We'll have a ,pro. instru­
mentalist on the scene also. 
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Election of Officers an Import­
ant Phase of Convention 

Good sportsmanship is esentially a spot­
lighted part of every contest. The selected 
and the temporarily rejected are from the 
same team. Politics never gets to first base 
and although geography sometimes m­
fluences the nominating committee be­
cause of the necessity of operating from 
home grounds almost exclusively a can­
didate's qualifications, his personality, 
character, loyalty and complete love and 
devotion to the men of the division 
and the ,purposes of the association are 
prime factors in determining the various 
presentatio_ns to the assembly. "What is best 
for the association" is the challenge laid 
down to the three past presidents and three 
members-at-large comprising this important 
nominating committee, appointees of the 
president just prior to their deliberations. 
World war one and world war two vet­
erans are considered for. every post available 
and an effort is made t,o have an equitable 
repres,entation from each of the two 
groups .. Three important offices - import­
ant because they are "work" offices, entail­
ing time, skill and an ability to withstand 
a great amount of aggravation without 
any reward except your support - are up 
for critical consideration. They are thos•e 
of President, Sec·retary, and Membership 
Secretary. We single these out because these 
vacancies are definite, one by reason of con­
stitutional limitation, one by previous resig­
nation and one by withdrawal of candidacy. 
Tough spots to be filled, each of them. Other 
elective offic~s are those of Treasurer, 
Judge-Advocate, Two Chaplains, and twelve 
Vice-Presidents. There is also a matter of 
Editorship of the Flash, an appointed office 
-only by virtue of necessity. Your present 
emergency-edit-or is getting a little stale and 
he feels his gleanings and composition re­
flect some of his weary, worn-down, dis­
position. He feels he should be replaced. 
Please dig up some one, won't you! 

Prospective candidates and those mbmit­
ting names of candidates are reminded that 
interest and attendance at executive meet­
ings are an absolute . and probably pledged 
requirement for consideration this time. To 
re.present his fellow comrades in the affairs 
of the association it is necessary that he who 
accepts the honor also accepts the labor. 
Quorums are necessary to transact business 
and the fellows who cast the ballot are en­
titled to first class representation at every 
meeting. 

Your twelve fifty includes everything ex­
cept gr,eens fees for g,olfing and the hiring 
of clubs, balls, etc. We suggest the Recrea­
tion Lounge at the entrance of our area for 
extra refreshments - where :beer, cigar­
ettes, cigars, soft drinks, submarine sand­
wiches etc., may be purchased at prevailing 
rates. 
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JULY * 1955 

D edicated to 
L I GHTN I NG DIVISION CON TA CTS 

~--ounded in F r ance in 1919 as the newspaper of 
the 78th Army D ivis ion , A.E.I!' . He vived J u n e 16, 
1932 as the offic ia l publication of the 78th Division 
Vete rans' Association. Published monthly by the 
publication office of the 78th D ivis ion Vete rans' 
Association, Inc. , East Orange, New J e rsey. Sub­
scription . price $2.00 pe r year, included in y early 
membership dues of $3.00. En te re d as second cla ss 
matte r at Eas t Orange, N . J ., Pos t Office u nde r 
ac t of March 3rd, 1870. 

Publication Addre ss 
lf>U Greenwood Avenue, East Orange, ~ - J . 

Dues of $3.00 for Association me m bership whic h 
inclu d es the ~2.00 subscri ption to the l•' la sh for 
o ne year, should Ile sent to Rohe r t .T. D r um mon d , 
Membe r ship Secre tar y, Pos t Office Box No. 104, 
East Orange , N . J . Gene ~a l . cur~·espo ud en ce 
sh ould Ile mailed to the Ass ociation Sec retary -
li07 President St. , Brooklyn , N . Y. 

National Tleadqunrte r s 
H~O High Street. :Sewark , N . ,1. 

Retiring President Cohan Looks 
To Banner Attendance Of 
World War Two Vets at Dix 
Reunion 

In this, his last month of service as Presi­
dent of the Association, World War T wo 
309th Infantry vet, Seymour Cohan promises 
to continue his efforts, begun twelve months 
ago, to interes t and enroll veterans of the 
78th division in the organization, feeling 
that the purposes of contact, assistance and 
perpetuation are worthy of every m embers 
dedicated laibor. In particular is he interested 
in moving the membership status of world 
war two membership into the majority rank­
ing, being fully aware of the approaching 
crisis should the transfusion of younger 
blood be delayed much longer. Cohan has 
proved an excellent leader, being determined 
and insist ant that there be no compromise 
with t he avowed purposes of the organiza ­
ti-on. H e h as been " on the job" almost con­
tinously and the past-presidents group 
welcomes him to their number with a sense 
of pride in t heir latest and distinquished 
addition. 

H e would like his final duty to be crown­
ed with the success of his fondest aim-that 
of seeing an overflow attendance at Dix, 
particularly from the world w ar t wo c-on­
tingent. 

Misplaced - One Chaplain 

Only in print however-our own 
Rev. J. H. Thomson - "Tommy" to all 
of us-had his address erroneously 
"slugged" in under Judge-Advocate 
Jack Singer's name last month while his 
(Tommy's) name took off to that mys­
terious never-can-be-explained land 1·e­
served for missing executives. Apologies! 

Comr a d e Angelo Esosi to, 263 Hig hland Ave. , 
Newark, N . J". A " ' W l ve te ran of the 312th Inf . 
i s ailing and awai ting m edical treatment b y the 
V . A . 

THE FLASH 

Close Ranks 
Comrade Henry LaFe t1·a , 64, 17 Farrag u t Ave., 

Seasid e Park, N . J . a ve te ran of H clqrs. Co ., 303r d 
Engineer s, WWl , left ou r r a nk s on June 14th , 
1955. H e had been a Boro Offi cia l and a m ember 
of the Sea s ide P ark Boar d of E du cation i n t he 
ea rl y 30's. 

Co mra de 'l'homas H. D uffy , 25 Kensington Ave. , 
Jer sey City, N . J ., a ve tera n of Hdq r s. Co, 312th 
I nf. a n d a n a s sociation m embe r of l ong s tandin&" 
pas~e d away on J"u n e Zl}th. A Hu d son County 
d elegation atten d ed fina l rites. 

Comrade 'l 1homas R e yn olds, a wor l t.l war one 
vete ran of 'l'rans po r t Co. C, 309th M. G. Bn. and 
a membe r of th e S um m it , N .. J. Police For ce for 
2-8 y ears , le ft ou r ranks on J u ne 18, 1955. Sgt. 
He ck e r a nd Sg t. D a ly , W W l comrades and Mem ­
ber ship Secr etar y R obert D rummond were p resent 
a t ce re mo n ies prior to interment. 

Comade W ille t Hand of Rahway, N. J ., f ormer 
Ser g ea n t of Co. C, 309th M. G. Bn . WWI , passed 
away o n J u ne 13th 1955. 

Comrad e Harry I. i\'.larble, 70, ·world War One 
vete ra n of the 308th F. A . Reg . left ou r ran k s on 
i\fay 7th , l !J55 af te r a b rie f illn ess . Comrade Mar ­
Il le se r ved as a ser gean t -major of hi s regiment and 
wa s ilote cl a s a fine bass s ing er hav ing toured the 
co untry as a mem l>er of -th e F'irst D ivis ion a l 
q uartet du ring the Libe rty Loan Drive and in 
pos twa r y ea r s a s a concert, li g h t operetta and 
c h urch so!ois t . H e was ~ 1·ceidcnt of 231 W ood · 
s ide Ave., R id gewood , N . J . 

Com rade Samuel J"a ck so n. 318 Ga r fie ld Ave., 
Syracuse, N . Y ., a purple h eart vete ra n of t h e 4th . 
pla toon, Co . A, 312th . I nf. servin g a s a corporal in 
,~' oriel W ar One, passed away on J une 6, 1955 in 
~ t . . Tosep!J 's Hospi tal , Syracuse, N. Y . 

C'omrade Earle Benjami n Searcy, 67, Cle rk of the 
Illi no is S up re me Court, a World W ar On e ve teran 
of Co. E , 311th . I n fan t ry R eg . passed away su d ­
denl y on April 11th this yea r a s h e started to 
mak e. an ad d re ss before the H insdale Women's 
R e pu bli can Clu b. H e leaves a most d is tinqu ished 
r ecord of se r vice i n th e Illinois S tate Senate 
h avin g been elec ted s ix ti m es to t h is bo d y. H e h a d 
a ls o bee n elected to th e h ouse early in hi s political 
ca ree1• and was active in nume rous civic enter­
p r ises. H e r es ided at 1330 Lowell Ave S p r ing fi eld , 
Illinois . 

Comraclo W illiam May. 63, a r e t ired Bin g hamton 
poli ce man and d eputy sh erifl', ser ving ove r seas in 
, vo rld Wa r One w ith the 78th .. M.P . B n . as a cor­
pora l pa ssed away on A p r il 15th, at Ci-ty R " spital 
w h er e h e had been a p atient since F'eb. 9th . 
N ote : In re por t ing t h e death of com rad e Walter 
I<re ig ne r la s t mon th , we negl ected to supp ly 
t h e in fo rmation t ha t t h e ve te ran of Co. E , 311th. 
Inf. had been blinded i n ac tion in Wnrl d War 
Ono and h a d bee n awarded tbe purple h eart. 

T h e F1a sh is deepl y indebted to the fo llowing 
m ember s for t h e ir thou g htfu ln es s in kee ping ou r 
com rades in fo r m ed t h is mo n th of the passin g of 
so me of th e fellows w h o sh ared ou r expe r ie nces 
jn •t he 78th Division: L t . J . F . Woolshlager, E. R . 

_·'):,i.pe Ch a rles K eeler, An drew Op pelt , P ete Hecker, 
J:~I~~ 'i ,r~ ~l,;\~~i . Car roll Megill . Jack Singe r and 

Publication Chairman Frank 
Steudle's Son Killed m Tragic 
Accident 

Ens. Joseph F. Steudle, 24 , of Uni-on, N. 
J., was killed at Quonset Point, .R. I. , on 
June 29th when a N avy plane he was pilot­
ing crashed just short of a runway. 

Steudle was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Steudle of 1012 Warren Ave., Union. 
He was graduated from Union High School 
and Marietta College. He enlisted in the 
Navy 2 ½ years ag,o and was commissioned 
an Ensign Jan. 20. H e was a member of 
the Delta Upsilon fraternity and of Con­
necticut Farms Presby terian Church, Union. 

Funeral services were held in the Mc­
Cracken Funeral Home, 15 00 Morris Ave., 
Union, N . J. 

The Association is deeply shocked by the 
harrowing news and an expression of sym­
pathy from the Association has been made 
t o the Steudle family. A delegation from the 
78th Division and from Frank's comrades, 
of the 312 th Infantry -· attended rites. 

Association to Have Exclusive 
Use of Chapel For Memorial 
Service This Year 

We were pleasantly surprised to learn of 
the importanc·e of the Memorial Service 
which is held each year in the 78th Di­
vision Chapel at Fort Dix and more than 
arr:azed to disc-over that many of those who 
attached such devotional importance to it 
were 0£ our easy going, care-free, fun-crav­
ing c-ompanions who hate to let go of the 
night and the excesses that companion it. 
We learned that those who live the reunion 
weekend hard and -continuous, worship in 
the same thorough vein, sincere and com­
plete, and are genuinely moved during the 
spiritual inspirations. 

As one of our members expresses it, "When 
I sit with my comrades in the chapel pew 
and hear the voices of t hose who pray and 
eulogize our dead, when I glanc·e about and 
view the wondrous reproductions of the 
past as portrayed in those exquisit e stained 
glass Memorial Windows, I am once more 
with fellows long since gone. With them I 
march again, laugh again, .. yes, even quar­
rel again, but most of all I live with them 
through fear, despair, privation and pain, 
through all those costs unto victory. I suffer 
a little and I remember a lot. I realize now 
that remembering is a preci-ous gift of God 
to mankind. I also realize that, subconscious­
ly, although I enjoy being with, and frolick­
ing with, my old buddies for the weekend, 
that my real reason for coming to Fort Dix 
each year is to commemorate the passing of 
friends, the like of whom I never again shall 
1neet." 

This year we shall have the exclusive use 
of the chapel thanks to the thoughtful co­
operati-on of Post Chaplain Spence following 
an agreement to begin our service at the 
slightly later hour of 11:45 A.M. and with 
one important change in the order of worship 
so that some post personnel may not be un­
duly delayed. 

THE FIRST FACT ABOUT THE AN­
NUAL MEETING - BE ON TIME 

- 6:50 - SATURDAY NIGHT -
THEATRE No. 6 ... -~,,, ~ ... 

"Just A,cross the Field" Cor. Delaware 
Avenue and Airfield Road. 

Got a Resolution a Technical Question, 
a Nomination ,or a Suggestion? Present it 
at Headquarters to either President Sey­
mour Cohan or Judge-Advocate Jack Singer 
BEFORE THE ANNUAL MEETING! 
Get it in early so that they may give a 
thought-out answer or rephrase it for pro­
per introduction to the general assembly. 
PLEASE ABIDE BY THIS RULE as we 
must avoid unnecessary discussions on the 
floor. TIME IS MOST IMPORTANT and 
we intend to follow the majority opinion 
that we should have CONSTRUCTIVE 
BREVITY and yet respect EVERY MEM­
BER 'IS RIGHT TO EXPRESSION. 
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